Drum Brakes Lab 

Name ______________________________
      X223

The purpose of this lab is to have the student disassemble and reassemble one side of two common types of drum brake systems available in the automotive repair industry.

You will need the following brake tools:

- brake return spring pliers

- brake hold down spring tool

The steps to disassemble and reassemble drum brake systems are similar between different automakers.  Locations of return springs and emergency brake hardware will be different (which will require different service procedures) but the basic steps are as follows:

1. Always disassemble only one side of the brake system at a time (left or right side of the car).  If you have trouble remembering how the parts go back together, look at the side that you have not taken apart.

2. Remove the top brake return springs.

3. Remove the star wheel adjuster, and the bottom brake return spring.

4. Remove the brake hold down springs.

5. Remove the parking brake lever from the back of the primary shoe.

6. Lay the parts you removed on a workbench so that they are oriented the same as they were when they were assembled.  For one of the two types of systems, identify the following parts for your teacher:

primary shoe______


secondary shoe ______

parking brake lever______

adjuster screw assembly ______
parking brake lever strut ______
return springs (2) ______

hold down springs (2) ______
retaining pins (2) ______

adjuster lever ______

7. Reassemble the brake system in the opposite order that it was disassembled.

Ford System ………………………………………………………
CHECK POINT_________1.5 Hr
General Motors System …………………………………………..
CHECK POINT_________1.5 Hr
