Making a Gasket
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Reference:

1. CDX eTextbook – Engines – Engine Components – Gaskets and oil seals
2. Automotive Mechanics – Ch 6 p. 66

Procedure:

1. Obtain some gasket material and a suitable part which requires a gasket.

2. Place the gasket material on the part to be fitted.
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Hold the material on the part and, with the ball end of a ball peen hammer, tap lightly around the bolt holes.  This operation produces holes in the gasket material of the same size and location as those on the part.  Place bolts through the holes of the gasket material and the part.  This will hold the gasket material in position while you finish cutting the gasket to the shape of the object.  Your skill in cutting gaskets will be due partly to the lightness with which you tap the paper.  Remember that the blow should be heavy enough only to cut the paper and not to damage the object under the gasket material.

4. In some cases it is not practical to cut all parts of the gasket with a hammer.  If necessary, the gasket may be finished by trimming with scissors.

5. When a gasket is to be made for a part where the hammer method cannot be used, because of the danger of breaking the part, cover the surface of the part with a light coating of grease and place the gasket material on top.  Press your hand around the edges of the part; and the imprint of the part will be formed on the gasket material.  Cut out the imprint with scissors.
6. Show your finished gasket to the instructor.

Assignment:

1. What three gasket materials could be used for a fuel pump?

2. What three materials could be used for an exhaust manifold gasket?

3. What is the difference between a gasket and a seal?
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